
YIen Who Hope To Be Rich
Fight Tax on Fortunes

Proposition hy British Labor for Heavy Levy on
Wealth Meets Stubborn Opposition

Among Poorer Groups
By Harold E. Scarborough

LONDON, November 1.
ON THE special trim that
brought Mr. Lloyd Georg»?
back to London after hit
speech at Leeds la*t Saturday

here was one old gentleman who did
.rot share in the gênerai optimism.
**}o yjdecd *at apart and aloof.
Jt did not take very long to find out
h»t he was a thorough-going Tory, a

'.ite-hard," and participating in a Lib-
.ral function! He explained rather
"^irerly that he hadn't been able to get
.u.t of it, owing to an official position
which ha held,
.We talked polities, ai did everybody

>n that train, and when wc reached the
Labor party program he snorted vio-
*«t!y.
"Its perversion of Scrip;«;:«. ..>;

hat's what it is!'' he declared. "Th«
Siblc tells us that 'to him that hath
«¦3*11 be given'; the Labor capita! levj

-nçani*, 'from him that hath shall be
.»ken.' And when 1 «ay that people
si! me an old beaver and laugh!"
A braver, it must be explained, is

«opular slang for a man with a beard
The old gentleman certainly rankec
3?gh in that category.almost a king
*«rav«-r. But, however his views on the
capital levy were received, there is nc

doubt that this plank in the Labor plat
.*orm is easily one of the m«vst contro-

ilal issues in the present electior
'¦ainpaign here.
Slated in its simplest term*, the La¬

bor idea is this:
"Wc as a nation are heavily in debt

trdiQary method-- of taxation will no'
.»ven suffice to continue paying the in
crest. Cur plan is for everybody witl
>ver £5,000 to chip in and wipe out ;

neat portion of that debt, so we cat
-tart again with a clean slate."
At the first glance it would seem tha
pinion would be very strictly divide«
>n this proposal. Knowledge of humai
nature «dictates the belief that peopl«
<vith lesa than £5,000 would say, in ef
feet, "Fine idea!" while those witl
more than that amount would "-imp!;
¦¡ay, "Rotten!"
Those Who Lire in Hope*
\re Bitterest Opponent-
But the issue is by no (njeaai .< m

pie M that. One must take into con
idr.ration not only the 300,000 Briton

«vho have personal fortunes of £5,00
-»r-more, but also the other 39,700,00
rho hope some day to have that mud

it, is somewhat paradoxical to find per
/»ps tho fiercest opposition to the pla
oming from the latter group.
Unless all signs fail, the next gov

-rnment will not be a Labor one, s
tfcst the present status of the propos*.
s largely academic. Nevertheless, th
Labor people have their scheme a

vorked oat, dowo to v.-«ry minute dt
nils, and, whatever else it Is, it cci

ainly io interesting reading.
Pointing out that the British m

iojial debt is now about £7,800,000,00
he Laborit«?** assert that the counti
or years ahead is faced with an ar'nu;
uterest charge of at leant £390,000,00'
Tho also claim that with the gradu«
.¡i of pr"cc. «he value of money rite
rjd the burden of the debt conscquen
v becomes heavier.
"This," they «ay irt effect, "has mar

vfl effects. First of all, it incrensi
.he present great inequality in the dl
trjbution of the national income. V>
.ax the poor to pay interest to tl
«ohiers of war bonds, most of who
-re rich.

'In the second place, this burden «.

¦>;«t «*>n constitutes a serious check
«¡id.' and industry, and one which wi
-r«>w rat.her than decrease.

*'!.; th« third place, i.o lov;j¿ as v

to pay ^ much . itorest, we sha
«c unable <«> carrj out schemes
social betterment.
"But wc cannot reduce the rate

nteiest, because vc have given oi
¦rr<l to pay a certain amount, and \
'.ust stick by it.

'So the best thing is for cverybo«
can to contribute to the 'kitty' (r

ember this is a translation), ai. ! wi
jt the dcht from capital, inste, d
ncome."
The assessment for the capital

vould be madt> -on individuals or.
-ravings banks, co-operative societi«,
riendly societies, t3*ade unions, educ
'ional or charitable trusts would
xempted. Joint stock companies wou
oe assessed only in bo far as the
«toeks were held by individual*«.
:^abor'n Reply to Charge
«pita! Would B<! Crippled
Th'- minimum of exemption has be«

set at £5,000, because ihat was the fi
ure proposed by the Board of Inlai
Revenue in 1ÍÍ19 in its scheme for ta
*.tion of war fortunes. Answering t
harge that any capital levy would sei
.u*ly cripple trad-' hy withdraw!;
arntal from it, the Laboritea say:
"The real capital of the country cd

of such things as buildings a

.u'chinery, railways, ships, livesto
nd stocks of «.roods. None of the
hing« would be destroyed or in ai
vsy »ffected by the collection of a lc
.hich would largely resolve itself in
*r> exchange of pieces of paper, but
»hich the after effects would be hif-h
»eneficial tr> production and empio
rîent."
'The tentative plan for the levy cai
or the following scale of payments:
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» such a.i the one outlined above would
produce £3,000,000,000 and would re¬
duce the annual debt charges by about
i'150,000,00o.
An elaborate plan has been worked

out for the application and collection
of the levy. It is as complicated as is
the collection of the present income
tax, and would indeed be carried out

I along the same general lines as the lat-
ter. Every individual possessing £5.000

! or over (in properly of any description.
stocks or bonds or in any form what-
ever) would be required to make a de-

j tailed return of his wealth, specifying! its amount, "sources and value. He
would be provisionally assessed on his
own valuation and would be required
to pay the levy on this provisional as-

scssment. The inland revenue officials
j would then check up the returns and
gradually raise or lower the contribu-
tion from each individual, returning
part of hi«, payment if it were proved
his assessments were too heavy and

| demanding more if it were too light.
It is estimated that 86 per cent of the
personal property liable to taxation
could be easily and accurate-!*- valued.

Difficult Items «n Which
To Set Value Are Outlined
"The only important items difficult

to value would be the business assets
of priva ;e companies and partnershipsI and of individual traders, which
amount to less than 8 per cent of the
property liable to estate duty, and
household goods, pictures, etc., which
amount to less than 6 per cent," says
the brochure describing the plan of the
levy.

It is claimed that payment of the
tax could be arranged so as to avoid
¡violent dislocation of industry or

forced realization of property on a

large scale. Payment would be ac¬

cepted either in cash, government se-

curities or any other securities easily
realizable on the Stock Exchange. In
special cases the Treasury might be
given a mortgage or floating charge on

the taxpayer's aseets. There are in-
numerable minor provisions, auch as

offering move favorable terma for par¬
ticularly prompt or acceptable pay-
men*. For instance, British govern-,
¡ment securities tendered in payment¡
of the levy would be canceled at once.

Flooding the market with stock re¬

ceived for the levy would be avoided
by the gradual feeding of it onto the
market by the debt commissioners.
Payment in full would be required
within three years, but special boards
of referees would be instituted to
judge disputed cases.

It is realized that the cancellation
of government securities would mean a

decrease in income tax returns and in
death duties, but it is claimed that
this decrease would not exceed £35,-
000,000 annually, leaving a net saving
oí £115,000,000 to the exchequer.
So there is the capital levy plan. Its

opponents point to Rufißia as an exam¬

ple» of a country after a thoroughgoing
capital levy. Others say that while it
would work out well in theory, in prac-
tice any t:uch wholesale transfer of

I wealth as it contemplates would create
panic.

"Who,'' they a.sk, "is going to buy;
the stacks the government offers for!
sale?"

Still others believe it would lead to
a further centralization of wealth, in¬
stead of to a more equable distribu-!
tion. Extreme comments range from
"Socialism!" to "Bolshevism!" And a!
few, like my friend, the King Beaver;
in the train, quote Scripture. After
the elections one will know better
whether the capital levy wi^l be a live
issue in the near future or whether
it will remain only the dream of re-.
formers.

"Address Incomplete-'
A diocesan congress at Marseilles

recently resolved to send a message of
greeting and homage to the Head of
the Church, and after the draft had
:» . a road and approved two members
of the congress took It to the central
poKtotnce for transmission. The offi¬
cial in charge took it and began read-
ing the address:
"To His Holiness ¿he Pope, Rome."
"The address is incomplete," said

[ ¿he. sapient functionary, "and I can-
not «end it unless you supply a fuller
address."

r.
The two men stared at him. wonder-

ingly.
" 'Pope,' " he explained, "Is not a

name; it is a quality. As for 'Rome,'
that is the name of a city, but you
have neglected to give the name of
the country in which it is situated, or
the street and house number where
your correspondent lives."

It was impossible to dissuade him
from his resolution End the message
was accordingly not jent.

When "Tino" Was in Haste
King Constantino of Greece was, ot

at least greatly wanted to be, a "thun¬
derbolt of war" at appropriât« times.
Thus it is related that in Macedonia,during the first Turko-Balkan war, »n
Ottoman division had turned the Greek !
camp topsy-turvy and the troops com-
(sanded by Constantinc had turned
madly to flight.
On the road the fugitives overtook,

in a barouche drawn by four horses,
¦ man who gesticulated wildly, while
shouting to the driver;

"I'll have you shot for high treason,
for your horses do not run fast !
enough!"
This hero was no other than the

gallant "Tino" himself, who feared to
be made a prisoner. He became a
thunderbolt of war when his brother-
in-law, William, had given him the
baton or a Prussian feldmarschall. But
he could be a thunderbolt going back¬
ward rather than forward, j» back-firingthunderbolt, as it wer«.

Cheaper Beer, Longer Drinking Hours,
Among Big Issues in British Elections

1
ConservativeChief8Urged
to Stress Excessive

Priées of Liquor
Before Voters
8y V¿W B. Wells

LONDON, November 1.
A.CK of the stock party cries jwith which the hn«»în.^ on..-

arc beginning to resound there
is a question about which

party organisers and candidates have
singularly little to say, but which, just
the same, is very much present in the
minds of the electors. It is the ques-
tion of the liquor traffic, which is play-
ing much more of a part in the elec¬
tion than appears on the surface.
You will not find in the official pro¬

grams of the various parties much
enlightenment on this matter, which
is a topic of conversation in every
club and "pub" (English for saloon) in
the Kingdom. The Conservative party
preserves on thn; question a discreet
silence, for the reason of which more
anon. The Liberal party tucks away
in just the most obscure place it can
find in its program a coy reference to
"a comprehensive reform of our Ileens-
ing system," by which it means local !
option or wh&t full-blooded anti-
Pussyfoots call more tersely "the thin

B

end of the wedge, of protection." The
Labor party is even more discreet in
its formula, but leans more or lens in
the same direction as tho Liberals.
No or.o of the partie? has bad enough

Of its nerve with it to declare itself
boldly in favor of what, to judge from
the. correspondence columns of the
more independent newspapers, quite a
considerable slice of the electorate
really wants.namely, a reduction in
the piice of liquor and an extension of
hour3 in which to drink it.
But Lord Beaverbrook, owner of "The

Express" newspapers, the Canadian
editor-peer, who, now that Lord North-
cliffe is dead, has perhaps no .rival in
srnsing just which way the cat of pub¬
lic opinion is going to jump, has as

an independent supporter of the Con¬
servative party given that party »

strong lead on the question. "Now
that the general election is upon us,"
his "Daily Express" just thas declared,
"constituents ought to press their can¬

didates hard upon th«s subject, of the
excessive price of beer. For the last
two years consumers of light beer
hove been paying a penny a pint more
than the 1320 price.and tho differ¬
ence has gone straight into the* pockets
of the brewcrB."
Party Rid of Chamberlain
And Policy He Formulated

"This," the paper adds, '"vjuu made
possible purely by the fiscal policy of
Mr. Austen Chamberlain as Chancellor
of the Exchequer. But the Conserva¬
tive party is now free, of Mr. Chamber¬
lain and his finance, and it is also free
of Sir Archibald Salvidge (the Liver¬
pool party boss, who hitherto has had
great influence in the counsels of the
party), who is a brewer as well as a

politician."
"Wo desire that the Conservative

party «should have done, once and for
all, with the kind of influence which
ho represents. That party now has a
chance to make a clean start in this
matter, and it should take it. The
electors ought to see to it that candi¬
dates pledge themselves to alter the
existing taxation on beer, so as to re-

Conservatives9 Posters

tAm socialist:
ihe

IVE THEM A

Tfirse are being used by the Iniomsl* in the fight «it the
Labor Party >

duce without fail the price of beer by
a penny a pint on the lighter varieties,
and it' possible by n penny a pint all
round.'
The Conservative party certainly has

a very good opportunity of beating the
other parties to it witftr a popular cry!
along the line' hero it$i$ajed by Lord
Beaverbrook. Both Lierais and La-
borites have got theàiselvef ail tied
up on this question. The Liberal party,
though it professes to'stund more for
individual liberty than any other party,
still is dominated to a very large ex¬
tent by the "non-conformist con¬
science," and the main strength of the
prohibition movement in this country
certainly is to be found in the ranks
of the party. Us principal supporters
in the press are backed by the great
cocoa manufacturers, such as Cadbury
and Rowntrcc, and this press commonly
is know.as "the cocoa prest." Cynical
pro-liquoritos allege that there is a

very direct connection between Lib¬
eral trade interest in the. sale of non¬
alcoholic beverages .such as cocoa and
the "dry" tendency of the party. Any¬
way, the influence of the cocoa press
is thrown etrongly on the side of
Pussyfoot, and tho reaction of the

party as a whole to this influence ifi
self-evident.
Why "progressive"' ideas in politics

and advocacy of more restrictions on
the sale of liquor necessarily should go
together is by no mean» clear to the
cveruge Briton. But certainly the La¬
bor party is, broadly speaking, as much
as the Liberals in favov of such de¬
vices as local option. Very certainly
it is in no position to come out into
the open with a vote-catching cry of
'cheaper beer for the workers." Aside
from the prohibitionist leanings of its
more "intellectual" leaders. Labor on
this question is muzzled, for the reason
that it has always and probably rightly
.identified "the trade." with what La-
boritcs call reaction in politics. >

Slogan of "Cheaper Beer"
Has Drawback of Its O.vn
Just the same one may very confi¬

dently predict that the Conservative
party will not take advantage of the
position of its opponents and advance
into the electoral battle with Lord
Beaverbrook's slogan on its party ban¬
ners. For one thing, though on this
c,ucstion the party stands for individ¬
ual liberty more than its opponents,
just the same there is a strong anti-

t
Liberal Party Backed by
"Cocoa Press'" Said
to Indorse Fight
Waged by Orys

liquor clement in the party. The Astor
influence, for example, of weight in the
[party counsels, with its liberal backing
of the party funds and wielding a big
preBb power in "The Sunday Observer"
.now to be strengthened by Major
John Jacob Astor's part holding in the
new proprietorship of "The Times".
»wings in the direction of prohibition.
If there may be, as Lord Bcaverbrook
believes, votes to be won with the
Blogan of "cheaper beer," there surely
is also influential backing to be lost.
But there is another and more power¬

ful reason why that slogan should not
ftc raised by the Conücrvatívc party.
Lord Beaverbrook is right in saying
that the increase in the price of beer
goes into the pocket» of the brewer.«-.
and on thi» point, curiously enough, ha
is supported by the Lahorites.it íh et
least equally true that the influence of
the liquor interest in the Conservative
party does not end with the extinction
of Sir Archibald Salvldge.
The Laborites have a good deal oí"

evidence on their side in identifying
"the trade" with reaction in politic«.
by which they mean the Conservatives,
Almost without exception, prominent
representatives of brewing and distill¬
ing industries in politics are to be
found in the. ranks of the. Conservative
party. Colonel Grctton, House of Com¬
mon:; spokesman of the Tory "Die-
hards," who ultimately were responsi¬
ble for the overthrow of the Lloyd
George coalition, is a director of the
famous brewing firm of Bass, Ratclif!
«fe Gretton. Lord Woolavington, a lead¬
ing supporter of the Conservative
party, who in this year won both a

peerage and the Derby with Captair
Cuttle, is better known as Sir Jame«
Buchanan, and that name identifies hire
with a Scottish distilling firm.
Lord Dewar, another power behind

the party scenes, bears a name whicr
is a household, or at least a saloon
word in this country. Then theru on
thé Irish Unionist interests, still pow
trful in British politics, and of thesi
the outstanding names are Guinness
rnd Jameson--names as familiar to th<
"pub" man and the clubman as in th«
Conservative headquarters. Sir James
Craie: himself, the ulster Unionist Pre-
mior, is connected.much to his own
inconvenience in local politics.with an
Ulster diBtilling firm.
One way and another, every party in

British politics finds it convenient to
have as little to say as posible about
the liquor question. By common con¬
sent it ig not, strictly speaking, an
issue in the election. But that it is an
issue in the minds of the electors is
shown by the fact that at least one in¬
dependent candidate has made It a plat¬
form plank. This is Kyrle Bellew, the
actress, wife of Arthur Bourchier. She
is standing as an independent candi¬
date for Brighton. "My third plank,"
she says, "is a reduction in the pçice
of tobacco and beer. Beer is the back¬
bone of tho country, and always has
been. I speak as a wife, mother and
business woman." Kyrle Bellew may
or may not be elected to Parliament,
but there is no question that in these
sentiments ßhe represents a pretty
solid block of voters.

Echoes From Abroad
Losing the Little Toe

The often-repeated story that many
English ladies of fashion have had
their little toes amputated so as to
to be able to wear the latest fashion
of pointed shoes moves an American
foot specialist to announce that the
ladies can in the future save them¬
selves, this painful sacrifice to their
vanity, for they will have only four
toes. He declares that woman's little
to«; ha¿ been deteriorating in the course
of many generations. Thus, for in¬
stance, the mummies of Egyptian
women still show four joints in the
little toe. But the women of ancient
Greece had no more than three. At
the present time the deterioration has
left only, in many cases, not more than
one knuckle. It therefore seems thai
Ihe female little toe Í3 fated to extinc¬
tion. The authority cited traces this
phenomenon to the use of shoes witl
high heels.

,. . «

A Five-Year Game of Chess
The patience of chess piayers in pro

tracted games has long been prover
'bial, extending to games played by cor
respondence through the mails, i»
which perhaps several days inevitable
intervened between moves. But th«
palm for prolixity must probably b«
given to a game lasting more than fiv«
years.
Before the war, according to Andr«

Mevil in "Le Petit Parisien," a modes
French merchant went to German;
every year to spend a season at Horn
burg. He stayed there from July 1
until August 15. He seema to hav
been a punctual man, not arriving o
leaving one day earlier or later. H
stopped at the house of a retired smal
tradesman of the town, who took on
or two persons as lodgers. The French
man and the German had the same pas
sion: they loved chess. This passio
had brought them together and the
had become good friends.
On August 1, 1914, the Frcnchmar

who, as usual, was spending his sei
son in Homburg and devoted himsel
with his host to the delights of chesi
«ras surprised by events. The tw
runners had time only to take leav
and rejoin their respective corps.A üttle mor«* rhart a year later

hsppy surprise occurred to them. They
found each other in the hospital at

¡Lpcrnay, gravely wounded. The French-
man's right hand had to be amputated.I As to the German prisoner, his right
leg was cut off. During their convalcs-

¡ cence the two players tried to take up
j their game, which had been interrupt¬
ed for more than a year. The hospital
staff were astonished at the cordiality

j of the two -enemy players. They were
i presently separated and their game
; again found itself interrupted. . .

¡ On July 14, 1919, the German at
Homburg was much surprised on re-

cciving the following telegram: "Re-
! serve a room; arrive to-morrow." The
telegram was signed by the French
merchant. That was an event in the
house! Was it not the homecoming of
the prodigal son?
The Frenchman saw again with emo¬

tion the small habitation which he had
left precipitately in 1014. And the
German was not less moved on seeing
again under His roof the friend of for¬
mer days. The storm, alas! had not
spared them, for both had come back

, crippled. But sadness did not darken
j tie brow of the players,
j "We are going to continue out
! game," said the Frenchman.

"With the greatest pleasure," replied
i the German, "and I hope it will endj without further hindrances. . .

Now, let's see, how stood the game at! the hospital of Epernay when we weni compelled to separate? ... If
I well remember, you had lost a rook."

Toward Italy's Golden Age
The lot of the intellectuals is less en

viable in Italy than in France, accord
ing to Paul Hazard in his "Notes or
[the New Italy," and he records the fol
lowing explanation given him by om
of his friends there:
"Do you know what happened in liai;during the war and soon after? S mpl'

a social revolution. The middle classes
who were slow in aligning themselve
with us, but who finally did so, contrib
uting in' a great measure to the pros
perity of our young kingdom, evidentl;have been checked in their develop
ment. The people living- on their com
petence, who are incomparably fewe
than in France, but who are no longe
so rare in northern Italy; the mer
chants who sol'1 other thing? th»

groceries or clothes; the clerks, the
people who practice tho liberal profes-
sions, you, gentlemen, and I myself, we
have been dispossessed of our rank."

.Mr. Hazard's conclusions are nevcr-
thcless optimistic. He anticipates in

i the near future the elevation "of a peo¬
ple whom the foreigner wants always
to bring back to a too glorious past, as
it were, and who entirely tend toward
the future".a future when the eco-
nomical and intellectual forcc3, thanksi to a just rulo, will find their equi¬
librium.

Gautier3» Vision of Aviation
Tennyson was not the only poet whi

prophesied aerial navigation. A thou
sand times in recent years men havi
recalled his vision of nearly a ccntur;
ago, in which he "saw the-heavens fil
with commerce," Bnd the nations' air;
navies grappling in the central blue.
But a similar prophecy was made b,his great French contemporary, Thee
phile Gautier, the fiftieth anniversar;
of whose death was commemorated th
other day in Paris. In connection wit
that occasion "Le Figaro" printed
passage of Gautier, of which M. Boni."
had provided the original manuscrip
as follows:
"What; a charming spectacle it wi'

be to see cruising in the air, at diffei
ent heights, those swarms of aerostat
painted by day in brilliant goldc
colors, and at night, with their lantern
producing the effect of shooting star
"Then ascension on the higheimountains will be but a child's píaThey will penetrate China, they will -,

to Timbuctoo as we are going now 1
St. Quentin; the deserts of Africa,Asia, of America will be forced to di
close their secrets. They will push (
to tho limits of the atmosphere th
surrounds us. They will visit cr-sati<
in all her recesses.
"There will be balloons for hire ai

private balloon«!, and to boast of on«
luxury they will say: 'He is rich. I
has a balloon of 34,000 cubic feet
gas,' which will be equal to an equipadrawn by four horses.
"When this dream is realized th

wjll try the realization of anoth
dream already formulated by the poeMan, arrived at the exterior limits
his atmosphere, will seek to disorl
hlm*<jlf »nd I«?«««-«» hi« plane». They w

-.. .'"'"I

seriously try a voyage to the moon of
Astolf and of Cyrona, and we no longer
are afraid to Bay that they will suc¬
ceed in this enterprise. Every planet
having a moon has a right to visit its
satellite, and remote communications
will not always be sufficient. We must

| have more intimate things to tell to
! one another. . . . To go to the
moon, to conquer Phoebe, that pale stsr! that is in need of great salutary works
.such will be the dream and occupa-
tion of our posterity. This conquest
is beyond the present power of human-
ity. The years of the world are a thou-
sand years each. Humanity is, there-

j fore, at present, only six years old, and
j one cannot exact much of so young a
child. Now it learns to eat, to walk,

\ I o swim, to fly. Later it will think and
do fine thing», but, alas, we shall no

longer be here to see them."
î» s> o

Stinnes Buys All Europe!
Is tfee German colossus of finance

Herr Hugo Stinnes, to become the
owner of all Europe? Such is th«
fanciful vision of the Swedish humor
ou3 paper "Sondags Nisse," which
indeed, announces the transaction ai
an accomplished fact. Herr Stinne.s
it says, has just purchased Europe to
his private account. The price paid Í;
still unknown, but it is supposed tha
Stinncs's profit in the business will b<
200,000 milliards. Branting (Sweden'
Premier), it is true, is said to heaitat
over the sale of Scandinavia, but 1
have agreed in principle with Stinnes'
project.
The relations of the inhabitants o

the various countries will be regulated in such a manner that every per
son over fifteen years of ago will b
employed by Stinnes at a fixed salar
and a percentage. Unemployment cor
sequently ceases in the Stinnes courtries. This advantage also benefits thmembers of the government, who ar
employed with Stinnes as confidentiiclerks. After the conclusion of thgigantic transaction the German marwill rise to its normal pre-war ratof exchange, whereupon M. Poincaiwill immediately raise the indomnitclaims twenty-five fold. Stinnes ha
assumed the title of "Director Gener;of United Europe" and is to be seedaily in European affair« In his Berlioffice.

Simple Hygiene Is Called
Real Secret of Long IJfe

Glandft and Other Surgical Devices Cannot tialf
March of Old Age, Í» Opinion of

French Savants

PARIS, November 1.
PONCE DE LEON hunted with no

success for the fountain of
eternal youth in Florida. Ik-
drew only a certain amount ot

ridicule from his cronies. There ar«>
several modern Ponce de Leons in
Europe to-day looking for the fount
of longer youth armed with faith if«
the hypodermic needle or the trans¬
plantation of glandf.
History repeats the experience of

Ponce de Leon.
Some of the greatest r¿cient3«ts of

Rurope have been asked to give their
cold, hard verdict on this new erase
for rejuvenation.
"Can life be prolonged?" is the blunt

question put to such men as Professor
Bouvier, of the Academy of Sciences;
the well-known Dr. Vaript, Professor
Richet, member of the Institute and
Academy of Medicine; Dr. Fiessinger,
of the Academy, and Camille Flam¬
marion.-all savants in this land of
science, which produced Pasteur, Cure
and others, now dead. The verdict it
that life can he prolonged, but not to
any extent by needle pricks and opera-
fions.
The opinion of the group of savants

presented in the popular Paris maga¬
zine "Lecture Pour Tous" is unani¬
mous that life is subnormal, and rather
than look to «urgical means for lon¬
gevity this accomplishment lies in
simpler things: hygeine, diet, philoso-
phy and other precautions against pre¬
mature weakening of the tissues and,
possibly more important, the fight
cf science against decimating diseases.

Dr. Variot, who is himself not
young, haa this to eay to aeptuage-
narians and octogenarians:
"To the man who has, despite many

obstacles, reached old age, the prolonga¬
tion of life can only be limited. All
living things, animals as well as vege¬
tables, have an evolution of which death
ia the inevitable. However, longevity
may be hereditary in more robust races
whose cellular elements suffer senile
degeneration more slowly and whose
nutrition is more active and regular.
Some men of fifty, however, have an
organic wear and tear greater than
some of seventy. Each individual
grows old in his own way and follow¬
ing predispositions in which heredity
plays a big role. Such and such an

organ suffers an initial and predomi¬
nating degeneration, with the result
that it affects all the othcrr more or
leas rapidly.
Medical Science Is Able te
To Guard Life for Time

"Doubtless medical science is not
disarmed," the savant admits, "and can
combat symptoms of organic lesion for
a time; but no medicine can attack the
cause of accidents, that is the nutrivity
troubles which are of a slow, relentless
evolutionary character."
Taking a monkey gland and trans¬

planting into man is not a substitute,
this scientist thinks. The human body
is not an automobile which can be
driven up to a service station and
proceed normally after a defective part
has been unscrewed, thrown aside and
another put in its place. In scientific
language Professor Variot goes into
this phase as follows:

"In the present state of our knowl¬
edge of physiology it is impossible
to replace an organ as one substitutes
a part in a motor; it would therefore
be chimeric jto pursue an indefinite
longevity. Our pretensions should be
more moderate.by alimentary and hy-
genic regimes adjusted to the condi¬
tions of the organs one can gain time;
and by inoffensive stumlants one can
also give a whiplash to the organisms;
but, unfortunately, we lack resources
to repair the cellular structures, whose
ruin is irreparable."

In this the French scientist ignores
for humans the theory of Dr. Alexis
Carrel, of Rockefeller Institute, who
has kept tissues of embryo chicken
hearts in constant proliferation for
more than eight years; constantly re¬

producing cellular life, in test tubes.
Variot'3 theory that human cells burn
älowlv out and while thtï firps can hr-
made to burn perhaps more slowly this
devastating force bring3 the body each

! day nearer its transition to dust is
wholly supported by the famous Pro-
fessor Richct, who, some time ago,
gave weight to Sir A. Conan Doyle's
claim that ghosts or what seem to be
ghosts emanate from the mysterious
¿ubstance called ectoplasm. Discussing
the more material side of life, how¬
ever. Professor Richct says that every
human effort must remain powerless
to modify the inevitable exhaustion of
cellular li*e.
"One thing is certRin," days Pro¬

fessor Richct, "the wastage of our or-
jgans is closely tied to Intensity
of body combustion.thus if, by **ny
process, body temperature couid b«
lowered, lifo would be prolonged."

This savant points out that animait
living in glacial sea» live longer than
the name species inhabiting the hoi
tropical water*.

"But," he asks, "ie it possible t<
change the organic temperature of th«
human body? I do not think so, and
in any event, this would not be desir
able, because it could not be except »1
the price of diminishing physical ac
tivity."
But there is no danger of being ablt

to reduce body temperature. We couh
never do this event to the extent o:
one-half degree. Thus by this proce
dure we know no way to prolong life.
"However, we are not absolutel;

helpless: for if we cannot «low up th«
normal wear.which Is life itself.a
least we can prevent acceleratior
which, unfortunately, seems to be th
task to which most men constant!
devote themselves; by their numerou
faults they hurry the limited force o
cellular evolution. I do not apeak c
the enormeus, monstrou* mistake:

j such as th» abus«» oí »Iconoi t/à'poison?; neither do I speak «,f th«¡maladies which csn be avoid«*.;, .fia¡even when they do not bring death r*¡suit in destruction of our tl$»9t
jl am only alluding to the ai| work and esrecially of plea»ure.

"In order to live long it i«, nttntm¡to be a true epicuriar. in th«-. real taitoT the word. Epicure, greatly lib«"]«)i said the 'Divine precept it m oderatio*'in evarythfnf.' Moderation, alwuy¡moderation, a regular, meth^dic«r,implo, aage «¦ -.thru ei
eessen, cv*.n without brilli»ncai.erhaps is the way to guarantee j
beyond the limits compatible «
normal physiology, bu' at |«Mt .»'?¦.
out hurrying to the fatal end."

Longevity, Professor Richet »ay« j.heredita«-y and the result of prüdere»Dr. Fieesinger, a member of «¡,,«Academy of Medicine, beliet*es <¦,.the normal life of man nan be prtlonged with consistenc? to tightyears.if certain rules whiek kt ta»gests are followed. A¡ím«»r;tary ij-rW^and a well-balanc*>d 'atfcn, etek »'physical and cerebral exercise, «»1 named by this savant a« moit eue*,jtlal. Brain work i=. as recensa*-*-* %¡physical effort to stir up nutrition, i-thinks. Like Henry Ford, he beliei*-that meat eating ia a bad-practice, bn
he prescribes moderate amount o'
wine daily by way of *ñtaüzin¡j glaidular secretion, especially of
giand3 assigned by nature to des-tro-
body poisons. Th;«- portion of th»-
¡savant's advici might do mich to st>
up cerebral exercise among Americans
but there are other suggestions fo-
longevity which would be possible i-
America with ¡ess mental agitatior..
such as avoiding unfiltered river waUr.
uncooked vegetables and fruit lyin;;
upon the ground.

Dr. Fieesir.ger points to the Trappi?'monks, noted for long life, in sustain
ing his daily wine theory. The*«
monks never let a day pass without ij8:bibing a trine over a nint of pi*re. go«
wine.

rhilo-t-ophy of Life
Given by Flammarion
The ideal philosophy oj longevit;

comes perhaps from Camille Fiar,
morion, famous aBtronomer, physicls'
and novelist, himself an octogenariac
His philosophy may not comfort th«
common type of American bu-ir.««;
man, who striveg to live and work i
high pressure until the moment con«
to retire and often to break éovn ir
health. Flammarion combines in Us
own philosophy that of Plato, AriÉstk
and Epicurus. Saya this ¿avant:
"A man of fifty or sixty should pos

sess his full virility. Living.and lh
ing to be old and impotent is not Iiviar
The object is not to grow old; to kee;
one's physical and mental faculties.
"The thing to prolong is the vit«

creative force of the brain arid tli
vigor of the body, both oí which su'
port the "vigueur de l'esprit'
"Every human being should be inte

ested in something. He should not«
like a brute; live in order to eat, b
.»«¦ i- __,*._ *~ S,.-.-. "

Flammarion might have pointed t
Edison and naturally his own life I'
adding: "Intensive intellectual Iff
does not fatigue. That which iatigue.-
io ambition, pride, vanity, envy, dcîîn:
for honors and riches.climbing."There are people who believe we *x<-
on earth in order to make money.knew a multi-millionaire who passe-all hi3 time counting his coupons. H'
is dead. He was an unfortunate idiot
He bored himself more than he bor?'
those about him.

"If your daily bread is assured,
satisfied. Work in that line which .>

terests you for your personal pleasure
Enjoy all your faculties. Do not imag¬
ine that a time for retirement ap¬
proaches. Gather about yourself si-
fectionate, young, gay surrounding».
"A simple and tranquil life; rather

a vegetarian diet; neither alcohol r¡nr
tobacco nor intoxication of any kind
fresh air, oxygen, calmness, apprcei
ation of beauty, thinking, reading si»

working agreeably; eight hours of e{
fectivc work, eight hours of sleep,
eight hours of exercise, varying **¦
cording to temperament -walking, ri<¿
ing, eating.this, believes Flsmmarian.
¡s the secret of longevity.
"Each organ has its function. Na¬

ture hates reaction. Use all your fsc
ultles normally," he advises.
"A mind always occupied md the

love of human progress are, it seen»
to me," says this savant, "the best
conditions for desirable long life, be¬
cause it is neither inert nor inacti»«
nor an expense to any one, but, on the
contrary, useful to all.
"To live intellectually is to H»*>

doubly.
"Take humanity for what it il

pid but perfectible. Life does: not nut
smoothly. Bo philosophical.a itoit.
Do not become angry, because notais**
is worse for the health. Remera':*'
that in th« long run everything »'

ranges itself.
"Make no mistake; if you have sdv«r

saries, even enemies, do not
¡worry you. On the contrary, it is *

good thing; they can help your prog¬
ress. As for the ingratitude of the-»'
you have helped, don't be surprised. I«
is the order of things en this planet-
"Live in the mind and the heart.

Contemplate nature; try to under
stand it in its Immensity, from the in*
finitely great to the infinitely small?
feel its eternal rebirth overflowinC
everywhere with inexhaustible feoiod*
Ity.ali this an* you will never t*
bored, you will never find time hang¬
ing, you will feel as young at eighty *-:

at forty with all your faculties.
"And when you go to sleep on t**5

last night your lüst hour will b*- ipr

evening of a-beautiful day.
"But the will to remain young is "*'[

of our best arm? against *£* **u

deati."


